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On Sunday, March 17, 1968, the Anderson County Historical Survey Com-
mittee dedicated four official Texas Historical Markers to four different
buildings in the city. Thirty minute dedication ceremonies were held at each
of the four buildings: First Christian Church at 2:30 P.M.; First Presby-
terian Church at 3:00 P.M.; the Mallard-Alexander House at 3:30 P.M.; and
the Howard House Museum at 4 :00 P.M. The program for the dedication
ceremonies included a short history of the four buildings.
The First Christian Church in Palestine was organized in 1847 under the
leadership of J. F. Taylor. who was the father-in-law of John H. Reagan.
Among the charter members were: the Reverend A. P. H. Jordan, J. F.
Taylor, and Joseph Addison Clark. Following its organization the congrega-
tion met in the homes of its members or in the county courthouse. In 1851
the trustees, J. W. Hollingsworth, H. Douglas, J. Hassell, J. F. Taylor, and
W. M. Michaux, were authorized to purchase a lot and build a building, but
it was not until 1859 and after Thomas L. Ricks had transferred to the church
for the sum of one dollar the title of two building lots at the corner of
Poplar and Fannin Str~ts in Old Town (Palestine) that the first building
was constructed. The church trustees in 1859 were: John A. Taylor, J. A.
Clark, Joshua Hollingsworth, O. Fitzallen, and William DeLaney. In 1884 a
second building was erected at the corner of Houston and Crawford Streets,
and although it was a wooden structure it had an imposing spire and served
the congregation until 1906 when a brick building at 113 Crawford Street
was constructed. The cornerstone of the 1905 building was laid by the long-
time Sunday School Superintendent, Colonel George A. Wright. Dr. L. D.
Anderson was the pastor. In 1955 the present sanctuary was erected and the
1905 building was transformed into an educational building.
The First Presbyterian Church in Palestine was organized November 3,
1849. The Reverend DavirJ Baker and the Reverend J. N. Becton, Home
Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. were organizers. The
eighteen charter members were: W. B. Files, Fenby Files, D. C. Hunter,
Achsah Hunter, H. H. Link, Martha A. Walton, E. J. DeBard, Mrs.
E. J. DeBard, Lucy Churchchain, F. J. Churchchain, J. F. Walton, Amelia
Walton, J. C. Wortham, Eliza J. Wortham, Mrs. D. A. Calhoun, G. W. Tuggle,
Pauline Jowers, and E. M. Roberts. The first Ruling Elders were W. B.
Files, G. W. Tuggle, and David Hunter. The first pastor was A. M. Becton.
For the first few years the church shared a place of worship with other
groups. Then a small building was erected on North Church Street. The
present building was erected in 1888 on Avenue A. The cornerstone dated
July 12, 1888 lists the building committee: S. M. Luckett, D. D., A. W.
Greeg, G. R. Cooke, J. N. Link, W. M. Lacy, P. A. Kolstad, J. B. McKnight,
Dr. J. L. Grant, and Dr. J. W. Douglas. The original building was con-
structed of handmade brick and contains beautiful memorial windows. The
Gothic design of the building is embraced by the spire which casts a lovely
glow over the city at night. It is Palestine's oldest churcb building continu-
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ously servin" a congregation. There have been Utree additions to the build-
ing, the last addition is a small auditorium in the rear of the building.
First Presb)·terian Church of Palestine
In 1949 during the ministry of Dr. John E. MeLean the church celebrated
its centennial.
What is now known as the Mallard-Alexander House was built by Judge
John B. Mallard in 1 48. The house was built by slave labor. It has a beauti-
ful setting among lovely oak and cedar trees and continues to be on its
original foundation of one and one-half foot legs, although it has been remod-
eled by later owners. The Forrest Bradberr)"s have lived in the house since
1951. It was marked by the State of Texas in 1952.
On August 17, 1850 Judge Ruehen Reeves and his wife Sarah deeded a plot
of land to Colonel George Howard and his wife Cornelia. and in 1851 the
Howards used the plot to build their house. The Howard House is of Greek
revival influence and is onC' of the best preserved examples of Southern ante
bellum houses in the city. A walk of hand-made brick leads from the street
to the house with its pillorecl portico. A center hall runs through the house
with rooms on either side. There are a number of items including a beautiful
carved piano which are original to the house. The home remained in the
•
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possession of the descendants of the Howard Camily until it was purchased
by the City of Palestine on November 23, 1964 for a museum. Since that time
the building has been restor('d and is being furnished by the Garden Clubs,
Historical Groups, and interested citizens. It is now used as a meeting place
for many civic organizations.
On the lawn of the Howard House Museum is the anchor of the steamboat
"Ruthoin" which plied the Trinity River from Galveston to near Palestine.
In the late 1850's or early J860's the boat sank and its anchor was recovered
some fifty years later. For many years the anchor was on display at Ole old
Chamber of Commerce builcHng. In J967 the anchor was marked by the
Daughters of the Republic of Texas and placed on the museum lawn.
The Jasper County Survey Committee has received the marker for the
former site of the Southwest Texas Male and Female College but has not set
the date for the dedication ceremony. The inscription reads:
JASPER COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE, FIRST LOCAL CENTER
FOR HIGHER LEARNI 'G, OPENED 1851; PARTIALLY TAX-
SUPPORTED, COEDUCATIONAL FIRST PRESIDENT WAS
NOTED EAST TEXAS EDUCATOR, MARCUS MONTROSE,
GRADUATE EDIBURGH UNIVERSITY.
AFTER LOSSES CAUSED BY CIVIL WAR (1861-165), IT
WAS SUCCEEDED 1878 BY SOUTHEAST TEXAS MALE AND
FEMALE COLLEGE, WHICH ATTAINED ENVIABLE STATUS
AND E:-lJOYED THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF CITIZENS OF
J ASPER BEFORE CLOSING IN 1910.
COLLEGE PROPERTIES, INCLUDING A NEW BUILDING
ERECTED IN 1900, WERE DEEDED TO THE ELEMENTARY
AND HIGH SCHOOLS OF JASPER.
Application for a marker for the town of Kirbyville has been approved.
Kirbyville, named for the late John Henry Kirby, was founded in 1895 when
the Gulf, Beaumont, & Kansas City Railway, of which he was presiden~
reached this point. On May I, 1895, lots wfOre auctioned and the town was
officially born.
Application for another marker, this one for the Antioch Primitive Baptist
Church, located about four miles northwest of Buna, has been approved by
the Historical Survey Committee. The Antioch Church wns organized in the
late fall or early winter of 1841 with seventeen charter members:
Jeremiah Day Mary Richardson
Joseph Laird Nancy Laird
Benjamin Richardson Mary Richardson
Hilliard Durdin Rebecca Richardson
Robert Richardson Mary Roland
John Richardson Sarah Durdin
James Richardson Eliza Richardson
Elijah Allen :Martha Crockett
Olive Hart
The original records of the church were lost or destroyed, and on January
12, 1884, Mary Richanlson, wife of James, made a written statement about
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the organization of the church. She stated that the persons named met at
the home of John Richardson who lived two or three miles northwest of Buna
and constituted a church, calling it Antioch Primitive Baptist Church of
Jesus Christ. She stated also that John Richardson, Mary Richardson, Nancy
Laird, James Richardson, Elders Levi A. Durham, Edward Parsons, and
Josiah Wheat acted as Presbytery in the constitution.
One of the Mary Richardsons was the wife of James, the other was an
elderly relative living in the family of Oliver Mahaffey. Benjamin and John
were brothers, and their wives were Rebecca and Eliza. Robert Richardson
was Benjamin's son; and James was John's son; and Eliza was his wife.
On January 15, 1967, some six hundred members and visiting friends were
present for the dedication of the historic building medallion awarded to the
Dixie Baptist Church. 'I'llis church was located about seven miles west of
Jasper in the Indian Creek :-ommunity. On October 25, 1967, ten months and
ten days later, this historic buii~ing was destroyed by Cire. So far as can be
learned, the Dixie Baptist is the oldest church in Texas that was organized
by Negroes. For 118 years the church has been active in the social and reli-
gious life of its community. The old building had been used for fellowship
and education purposes since the new sanctuary nearby was dedicated in
April, 1965.
Picture of participants in the awarding of the Medallion to the Dixie
Baptist Church. Left to right the Reverend Nolan Vance, pastor of the First
Methodist Church in Jasper and a member of the Survey Committee, Glen
Dodson, Chairman Jasper County Survey Committee, Dr. William Seale Jr.
of Lamar State College of Technology, whose great-grand father Joshua
Seale, sponsored the original building, Gus Houston who remembers Richard
Seale, the slave organizer of the Dixie Baptist Church, County Judge T.
Gilbert Adams, and the Reverend Isaiah Norsworthy pastor of the church.
•
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The George \V. Smyth homesite and family cemetery about eleven miles
southwest of Jasper is no longer inaccessible. The land around it, which
now belongs to the Owens·nIinois Company, can be reached. and the com-
pany has repaired the old road leading to the site. On the weekend of March
1-3, 1968, Troop No. 50 of Beaumont, Boy Scouts of America, under the
leadership of Scoutmaster Emil Weaver, camped there and cleared both the
cemetery and an area around the Centennial marker. The Jasper County
Historical Survey Committee is to supply and erect directional signs to the
homesite.
One of the highest achievements in the history of the Polk County His-
torical Survey Committee has been the publication of its monthly Newsletter
providing news of what the Committee does. The Newsletter serves as a good
example of what can be accomplished through the use of such publications.
After the death of former Governor William P. Hobby, a native of Polk
County, the historical newsletter printed a tribute to him and expressed a
desire for some kind of marker for his birthplace in Moscow or his childhood
home in Livingston. Not long after the Newsletter was printed, its editor,
Mrs. John J. Hollenburger received a phone call from John Ben Shepperd
President of the Texas State Historical Survey Conunittee. Mr. Shepperd com-
mended Polk County on its desire to honor one of its famous native sons and
promised to do all that he could to help. Keeping his promise, Mr. Shepperd
called Houston Harte, president of Harte-Hanks Publications, a close friend
of the former governor. Mr. Harte expressed a willingness to purchase the
marker and with his support the Polk County Historical Survey Committee
was able to hold dedication services for a marker in Moscow on October 25,
1964.
Mr. and Mrs. George R. Brown who attended the dedication services
thought that it would be nice to construct a park surrounding the marker.
Launching a three year campaign the Browns finally managed to purchase
the land around the marker and drew up plans for the park. The plans for
the Hobby Memorial Park provide for pleasant picnic facilities and a hand-
some gazebo styled after the era of Hobby's childhood. The park, whose con-
struction is due to begin shortly, will have adequate parking facilities and is
easily accessible from Highway 59 or a scenic farm to market road going
south to Lake Livingston.
During 1967 the Walker County Historical Survey Committee was actively
engaged in obtaining markers for various points of historical interest in
Walker County. An informative marker, sponsored by Dr. Mac Woodward,
was placed at the grave of Sam Houston.
Other markers include a subject marker for Walker County, a Civil War
marker at the grave of W. E. Collard in Gourd Creek Cemetery and B World
War I marker at the grave of Jessie Pierce in Black Jack Cemetery.
A medallion has been issued for the Browne-Powell Farm, Bluebell Acres,
on which the original log cabin was restored in 1966 by Ben H. Powell, Jr.,
who purchased th-e farm in 1940. Also at present, the Winters Memorial
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Park, in 'Valker County, is being restored by descendants of the early settler
James Winters.
The Harrison County Historical Museum, now two and one-half years old,
bas been a success from the start. Receiving some 2500 annual visitors, the
museum has a series of exhibits that will interest many East Texans.
Adding to its list of Urestored" homes, Marshall can boast of the Pierce
House or Magnolia Hall as it is now called. On the corner of North Columbus
and East Rusk Streets in Marshall stands a restored example of a raised
cottage home typical of many such antebellum homes of the south. For many
years the center of social activity, only to be unoccupied and neglected for 26
years, new life has been infused into this solidly built new home of Mr. and
Mrs. Emory F. Elder and renamed by them, Magnolia Hall.
The original deed to the property dated 1855--recorded in 1869-is now
in the proud possession of the owners. Records indicate construction origi-
nally began in 1866, and completion occurred by January 3, 1867, when the
owner, Col. John Lee, gave it to his daughter, Anna Elizabeth Lee, as a
wedding present. Miss Lee went to the house as the bride of John T. Pierce
and ownership remained in that family until the death, in 1961, of Mrs. Hope
Pierce Tartt, of Houston, who willed it to Marshall's First Methodist Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Elder successfully bid for purchase of the property when the
church offered it for sale in June 1966, and soon began the prodigious task
of restoring its former beauty and usefulness. The house had for years been
the haven for birds, cats, squirrels, and numerable insects entering from
many broken windows. Removal of rubbish and dust left undisturbed for
years required several weeks of work before skilled craftsmen began renova-
tion.
Wide stairs lead to the porch which is a highly distinctive feature with its
deep cornice, square columns and perforated balusters. The siding is narrow
clapboards and the once shuttered windows now admit light freely to each
of the 20 by 20 rooms. The Elders carefully retained the period appeal and
beauty of the residence by making as few changes as possible while renovat-
ing. The floors were refinished revealing their original beauty. Chimneys
were restored and period wallpaper replaced. The Elders then tried to furnish
the house with selected antiques which they gathered through the years.
The downstairs section houses the kitchen where the original large hand-
hewn beams and the original brick may be seen. Another spacious room
serves as a combination den and bedroom. When purchased by the Elders tile
house had only one cold-water faucet but the Elders added hot water and
converted a wine celler into an unobtrusive but modern bath.
With tile restoration and anticipated marking of Magnolia Hall by the
Texas State Historical Survey Committee, the city of :Uarshall adds another
structure to its growing list of those houses considered Uworthy of preserva-
tion."
The Hunt County Historical Society completed the restoration of the oldest
house in Greenville in 1967 and celebrated with a well attended open house
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at its June meeting, held in the building known as the Ende-Gaillard House.
Special guests were the descendants of Fred von Ende, who erected the
house in 1859 as a home for his bride, Emily Reinecker of New Orleans. In
1881 EndeJg first child. Louise, married Dr. David L. Gaillard, and they
took the house over as their home. Eode and Gaillard family representatives
from distant points were present for the appropriate program and reception.
At the June meeting Dr. W. E. Sawyer of the History Department of East
Texas State University at Commerce, was elected president of the Society
for the fiscal year beginning July 1. For the December guest speaker, Dr.
Sawyer brought Mrs. Joyce Price of Greenville who talked on the Old King
Opera House of Greenville which presented dramas and musicals with a
number of distinguished stars during the period when the old play house
enjoyed its best years.
The Bowie County Historical Survey Committee has been quite active
during the past year and has been rewarded by receiving both the Distin-
guished Service Award and the Quota Buster Club Award.
The Committee has had a total of twenty-nine historical markers ap-
proved for Bowie County, ten of them approved during the past year, an
impressive figure for any organization. Included among the markers were
those for the historic towns of Dekalb and Old Boston, both of which pre-
date the Texas Revolution.
Personal markers were erected in New Boston for Dan Lafayette McDuffie,
the last Texas Ranger killed on duty duing the "East Texas Oil Boom" of
the 1930's; Civil War veteran Captain F. M. Henry, a prominent citizen of
Texarkana; and, a third marker for the Robert Mose Hubbard home in
New Boston.
A IfFrench in Texas Marker" was placed at the site of Fort Saint Louis,
a trading post founded on the Red River in Bowie County in 1719. Close to
the site of the fort another marker will soon be placed. This marker will
honor a "Christian church" organized in 1841-42 by a preacher from
Indiana, Brother G. Gates. Additional activities of Bowie Countians include
the publication by Emma Lou Meadows (Mrs. oel Meadows) of Dekalb
and Bowu County: History and Geneology (January, 1968).
At Jefferson, in Marion County, plans are going forward rapidly for one
of the best Pilgrimages ever. In addition to the eight homes, Hotel, Museum,
Doll CoUection and "Diamond Bessie" play, there is a new attraction planned
for this year. A structure which has been known as the Jefferson Livery
Stable is being converted into a place to show and market arts and crafts
done by local people.
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Lester bought the property, in the same block as the
Excelsior House, and are returning it as nearly as possible to the way it
appeared when built in 186B. The front of the building is being rebuilt with
old plank and strip walls and double livery-type doors. The new roof is like
the original cedar shakes.
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Interior walJs have been stripped down to the original brick and horse
stalls placed along one wall. These wilt display the arts and crafts. Old time
display cases purchased from old business houses will be used also. There is
a rebuilt hay loft at the rear of the building. Products on display will come
from seamstresses, cabinetmakers, leather workers, wood carvers, ceramic
makers. and metal workers. The Jefferson Livery Stable will be an important
part of the 21st Jefferson Annual Pilgrimage, May 3-5, 1968.
The Tyler County Historical Survey Committee has a new Chairman. Con-
gratulatins 8re in order to Mrs. R. C. Schorlemmer, the new chairman. Activi-
ties of the Tyler County Committee have been many and varied during the
past year. In addition to visiting points of historical interest in surrounding
counties, Tyler County was also actively planning its own program. Prelim-
inary plans have been made for the restoration of Fort Teran with camping
and picnic facilities for all organizations to be provided.
The Annual Dogwood Festival was held at Woodville on March 30, 1968
with tours of historical sites being conducted on the preceding day. ]neluded
sites were the Heritage Gardens, the Allen Shivers Museum, and the Kirby
Museum in Chester. An historical marker was placed at the D. C. Enloe
horne and application for several other sites have been made and approval
is expected shortly. A history of Tyler County has been compiled by Mrs.
Ella Moseley and is to be published in 1968.
During the past year the Morris County Historical Survey Committee has
obtained three historical markers. The first marker was for fonner United
States Senator Morris Sheppard, born near Naples, Texas, in 1875. The sec-
ond markers was for the historic town of Naples itself. The third marker,
near the entrance to Daingerfield State Park, is for "Caddo Trace" an his-
toric Indian trail.
The inscriptions on the three markers read as follows:
HOME TOWN OF
UNITED STATES SENATOR MORRIS SHEPPARD
(1875-1941)
ONE OF GREAT LAWMAKERS OF THE UNITED STATES.
BORN NEAR NAPLES, SON OF JOHN L. AND ALICE EDDINS
SHEPPARD. ATTE 'OED LOCAL SCHOOLS. RECEIVED DE-
GREES OF B.A. AND LL.B., UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, LL.M.,
YALE, LL.D., SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY. EN-
TERED LAW PRACTICE IN 1898.
SERVED IN UNITED STATES CONGRESS 1902-1913; UNIT-
ED STATES SENATE, 1913-1941. ACTIVE IN LEGISLATION
FOR AGRICULTURE, WATERWAYS, TOPOGRAPHICAL AND
GEOLOGICAL SURVEYS, DEVELOPMENT OF HELIUM AND
POTASH DEPOSITS, CONSTRUCTION AND IMPROVEMENT
OF FEDERAL BUILDINGS (INCLUDING NATIONAL AR-
CHIVES), FEDERAL INSURANCE FOR BANK DEPOSITS,
AND AIR MAIL SERVICE. AUTHOR IN SENATE OF FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION ACT, THE FEDERAL MATERNITY AND IN-
•
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FANCY ACT, AND THE 18TH (PROHIBITION) AMENDMENT.
HE SUPPORTED THE 19TH (WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE) AMEND-
MENT.
ONE OF CREATORS OF WORLD WAR I AIRCRAFT BOARD,
HE CONTINUED TO CHAMPION MILITARY AVIATION,
EVEN WHEN AIR POWER WAS DISCREDITED DURING
1920'S AND 30'S. HIS LEADERSHIP PREVENTED DISAS-
TROUS CURTAILMENT OF AIR POWER AND HELPED PRE-
PARE NATION'S AIR DEFENSES IN WORLD WAR II. HE
WAS CHAIRMAN SENATE MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE,
1933-1941. SHEPPARD AIR FORCE BASE, WICHITA FALLS,
WAS NAMED IN HIS HONOR IN 1942.
HE MARRIED LUCILE SANDERSON: THEY HAD 3
DAUGHTERS.
NAPLES
WHEN RAILROADS BY-PASSED PROSPEROUS TOWN OF
WHEATVILLE (3 MI. N.), THIS RIVAL TOWN EMERGED AT
RAILROAD. POST OFFICE MOVED HERE JA . 1882, A D
WAS CALLED STATION BELDEN. NAME WAS CHANGED TO
NAPLES BY U.S. POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, FEB. 1895.
WITH DEPLETION OF HARDWOOD FORESTS, ECONOMY
RETURNED TO CATTLE AND AGRICULTURE.
CADDO TRACE
(1 MY. N)
HUNTING AND TRADE ROUTE FOR AREA BETWEEN
ARKANSAS AND RED RIVERS: USED BY CADDO INDIANS,
WHO OCCUPIED THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF TEXAS AND
ADJACENT STATES.
LIKE MANY INDIAN TRAILS, IT WAS LATER USURPED
BY WHITES: AFTER 1840, IT BECAME PART OF STAGE AND
MAIL ROUTES. TEAMSTERS USED IT TRANSPORTING
GOODS TO MARKET: SOLDIERS MARCHED ALONG IT TO
AND FROM SEVERAL WARS.
THE TRACE FOLLOWS OR CROSSES IN PLACES 3 OTHER
EARLY TRAILS: CHEROKEE, CHOCTAW, AND TRAMMEL'S
TODAY STATE HIGHWAYS 11 AND 49 (HUGHES SPRINGS
TO DAINGERFIELD) FOLLOW THE SAME GENERAL ROUTE.
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On May 7, 1967, the Freestone County Historical Museum was officially
opened at Fairfield and was a success from the start. Attendance had risen
to 3,000 by the end of the year. High point of the year was the donation of
two pre-Civil War log cabins which have been moved to the Museum at Fair-
field and are in the process of being restored. The donors were the Carter
and Watson families.
Grave markers have been placed at the graves of Blind Lemon Jefferson,
famous Negro blues singer, in Wortham Negro Cemetery, and Robert B.
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Longbotham in Longbotham Cemetery, Wortham. The Longbotbam inscrip-
tion reads:
ROBERT B. LONGBOTHAM
(DEC. 29, 1797 - AUG. 6, 1883)
BORN IN SUNDERLAND ENGLAND. CAME TO AMERICA
AS CARPENTER'S APPRENTICE ON A SHIP. MARRIED LUCY
HAGGARD, 1820, IN ALABAMA.
CAME TO TEXAS, 1832, OBTAINED LAND GRANT FROM
MEXICO, 1835. IN 1836 FOUGHT IN TEXAS REVOLUTION
AND IN 1839 I INDIAN WARS. IN 1848 LOCATED HERE.
TOWNSHIP WAS NAMED FOR HIM UNTIL POST OFFICE
WAS RENAMED WORTHAM IN 1874. DESCENDANTS PROMI-
NENT IN TEXAS. LONGBOTHAM LODGE NO. 428, A.F.&A.M.
NAMED IN HIS HONOR.
Three other historical markers have been awarded to Freestone County.
One marker went to the Salem Predestinarian Baptist Church and Cemetery
located six miles south of Teague. The second marker was for the ghost town
of Cotton Gin, whose inscription reads:
GHOST TOWN OF COTTON GIN
SETTLED PRIOR TO 1848, WHEN DR. J. S. WILLS ESTAB-
LISHED A MULE DRAWN GIN HERE. POST OFFICE WAS
FOUNDED IN 1851, THE YEAR COUNTY WAS ORGANIZED.
DR. WILLS GAVE A BLOCK OF LAND FOR COURTHOUSE,
BUT VOTERS DECLINED TO MAKE COTTON GIN THE
COUNTY SEAT.
TOWN HAD 3 CHURCHES, A GOOD SCHOOL, A NEWS-
PAPER, A MASONIC LODGE, STORES AND SALOONS.
IN THE 1870'S WHEN HOUSTON & TEXAS CENTRAL RAIL-
ROAD BUILT A FEW MILES TO THE WEST, BUSINESS
INTERESTS LEFT HERE. COTTON GIN ILLUSTRATES FATE
OF HUNDREDS OF EARLY TEXAS TOWNS, BY-PASSED BY
RAILROADS, HIGHWAY AND INDUSTRY.
The third marker was for the Trinity & Brazos Valley Railway, the f'BoU
Weevil." The marker will be erected at the large two-story depot and divi-
sion headquarters in Teague. The building has been given to the Teague
Chamber of Commerce for a railroad museum. The inscription on the
marker says:
OLD DIVISION POINT OFFICE FOR THE "BOLL WEEVIL" RAILROAD
IMPORTANT TEXAS TRANSPORTATION ARTERY. CHAR-
TERED AS TRINITY & BRAZOS VALLEY RAILWAY. NICK-
NAMED FOR SPECIAL TRAINS ROARING DOWN ITS
TRACKS, TAKING MEN TO "BOLL WEEVIL CONFERENCES"
-IN TURN OF CENTURY ALARM OVER PESTS ATTACKING
COTTON AND THE ECONOMY. ANOTHER FOR ROAD WAS
"TURNIP & BEAN VINE."
•
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THE T. & B. V. WAS FOUNDED BY AN INVESTOR-
STATESMAN, COL. EDWARD M. HOUSE, FAMED FOR HIS
NATIONAL POLITICAL POWER AS ADVISOR OF U.S. PRESI-
DENT WOODROW WILSON. HOUSE'S ASSOCIATES INCLUD-
ED FRANK ANDREWS, FORMERLY ASSISTANT ATTORNEY
GENERAL OF TEXAS; ROBERT H. BANER, STATESMAN
AND INSURANCE EXECUTIVE; AND BENJAMIN F.
YOAKUM, LIFETIME RAILROAD MAN AND AGRICULTUR-
IST.
ROAD WAS BUILT 1902-1907 FROM HOUSTON TO CLE-
BURNE, AND WITH SPECIAL TRACKAGE ARRANGEMENTS
IT BECAME A SHORT-CUT HAULER FROM GALVESTON TO
FORT WORTH AND DALLAS. IT INTRODUCED DIESEL PAS-
SENGER STREAMLINERS TO TEXAS: BELONGED TO BUR-
LINGTON-ROCK ISLAND COMPLEX DURING MOST OF ITS
FIRST 60 YEARS OF SERVICE.
TEXAS ATTAINED A PEAK OF 17,078 MILES OF RAIL-
ROADS IN 1933. TRAINS STILL HAVE RESPECTED ROLES IN
FREIGHT HAULING. BUT THE ERA OF REGULATING FAM-
ILY CLOCKS BY PASSAGE OF THE "BOLL WEEVIL" OR
SOME OTHER TRAIN IS NOW LARGELY A MATTER OF
WARMLY-CHERISHED HISTORY.
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